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Queft. 1. An you tell us what good was ever yet done by Extortion ? iffo, bow fhowdI mend it at prefent, and prevent 
your Athenian Mercury ? the like for the future ? 

Anfw. It'salittle hard to havefuch = An/w. If there be three Prizes of the fame Goods, fup- 

a Queftion put upon us, for tis no eafie matter for an pofiug you do not always or often obtain the higheft 

Author to make a juft Cenfure ot his own writings, Price for it, you may yet have fufficient gain in the fale 

moft men being pertial in their own Caule, tho’ perhaps tuereof: Vor which realon we think it both moit fafé 

there may be {ome few who think as meanly of their and moft honeff never to ask beyond the bighe/t, tho’ 


own performances as any of their Enemies. However, fome Caluifts are of Opinion, that in fome cafes this 
we muft not be filent here, left ic fhou’d be taken pro may be lawlul, as fuppofing the Buyer of fuch an extra- 
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confelfo, that we have done no good at all by our Scrib vagant aw nour, that he Ah like NOTIN, the hever 10 
ling above this Twelve monch. Not therefore to infift go0d, unlels you put a high price upon it. Butthen 


on the mighty benefits, which ( if they are not very un- tiey add, that if you gain your price, you are to 
grateful ) the Stationers, Printers, Hawkers, Ceffee- give lim back the overplus, it being certainly a Sin to 
houfes, °c. (very p:oftable Members of the Common- take more for any thing than the utmoft value. 

wealth) muft own they have receiv'd by our Mercury, Queft. 3. Am I obliged when demanded 10 tell my loweft 
nor to boatt of its merits in heipiig to carry on theWar price, as when my Chapman fays, What is your lowett price, 
againft France,by advancing the RoyalRevenve fome thou- Or you will not fell ic ? Muft I an{wer pofitively, or are 
{ands per An. (pence we mean) by the Penny Pot, (4 finer {uch Equivocations and mental refervations lawful w are @0- 
and bonefter Projet than all the Frenc» Horfleaches ever erally ufed 5 as {uppofine my lowest price, which rather than 
yet thought of for raifing money.) And laftly, co fay turn away 4 Cujlomer I would take, hou'd be 4 d. I tell him, 
nothing how helpful we have been to the Pastry-Cooks,8cc. being pofitively demanded as before, he fhall have it for 8d. 
we think we may in earneft, and without vanity pretend or 9 d. or peraps with a menial refervation, that 8d. is mp 


that our Paper has been of forme real wie both tothe loweff price. meaning that Twill yet makehim ? 

publick, and in many particular cafes of high moment : Anjw. Equivocations and mental refervations are both 
For the firft, none can deny bur we have rais'dakind abtolucely unlawful, as our Proteftant Divines univerfal- 
of Learned Ferment in the Nat!on, the Body of which ly hoid. However, we think there’s a wide difference 


was almoft grown dead and vapid as to any cajfe of fuch between thoie Feluitical tricks,, which wou'd deftroy all 
things, by the hurries and diftradions of che lat Regn, T-uth, andan{wering diredtly and openly to every Que- 
and the end of King Charles the 2ds,‘and the cofitinual tion of whatever N wmre that is put unto you, wen in 
Wars of the preleat : But fince we have fet the World macy Cates fhou'd you either dd fo, or fay nothing at all, 
a talking, they have falien a writing too, and manya the wor jt wou'd be taken for granted. In the prefent 
ood piece has bin publifh'd, which otherwile probaby had difficulty, tho’ your Chapman demands pofitively che 
ardly ever feen the Light. And whence came all the lowelt prige you van tell your Goods for, you are by no 
accounts of Forreign Books, thofe As upon Ads, and Lam, nor by common Equity oblig’d pofitively to anfwer 
ournals after Fournals which we now fee every day him. Yowarenct upon your Oath. nor aré you bound 
ers in England ? had they yot notorioufly the firft hint to {peak che whole Truth, thé you muft the Truth and 
from us? andif we had not brokethe Ice, and crackt the nothing but the Truti: ——TIts therefore an eafie matter 
Eze, none elfe had e’e bi like to have done it. Then to fhift the anfwer, and yet fo as for the moft part to 
for that great and glorious Projet, the Reformation of man- give fatisiaction ; you may juftly and truly fay ’cis worth 
ners, if the Stream ot Vice yet runs fo impetuoutly, that more than he bids tor it, if capible of different prizes, 
it fill overbears ali oppofition, and many who are fet to and he bids but the very loweft, or what's indifferent ; 
guard the Davas, are chem + forward to pierce 'em; if nay, we think you may fay he thal] have it for fucha 
the Inferiour Officers will be jerjur’d, and refolve not to price above che loweft, which he may take for a pofi- 
perform their Duties, we however have the fatistaétion of tive aniwer to his Queftion, cho’ it be but an indireé 
having done ours, as far as coii'd be expected from Per- oie, which we think is no Equivocation, as we are fine 
fons in our Stations 5 nor fhall we yet delpair to {fee cis no Falfity or Trfujtice, tho’ a deceit,it 15, but we think 
fome effets thereof, nor want tome fuch Injtances alrea- aninnocent one, and {uch’tis certain there may be: 
dy as make us not repent our Labour, being ftill refolv’d Queft. 4. Is mot that anjwer which I think is pefitive, 
to profecate the fame deficn in a more pleafing diefs, as that is commonly given by the Seller to the ‘Ch ipman when 
rhe World may quickly tee. Then for partzcular persons, he would raife the CuSlomer to a higher price, a downright 
tho’ ’tis impoflible ro latishe all, nor were we ever fo Lye, namely, when I am bid a Price that I can take, 10 cet 
vain to hope it, yet we fiud we have done f0 toa great more it ts commonly faid, 1 can’t take it, er Indeed I can’t 
many, in cafes of the highest Concern, and which may takeit: Ij ‘tis a Fault, where is the remedy, and the boneftest 
have a much larger influence by being thus publick. way to advance the Price, fince a Trader can’t tive always ly 
And for the reft, had we only innocently diverted the 4low, or the loweft price ? 
World, ‘twou'd be no unacceptable piece of Service both Anjw. There's no queftion to be made, but when a 
tothem and the publick, firce 1 finds °em Employment, Man fays pofitively he can’t take a price which yet he 
fome perhaps by commending, others by railing at us, o- can take, that ’tisa Lye. As forthe Kemedy, we think 
thers by fhowing tlieir pares in talking better things ex- 1c better to fay he will aot than he cannos take fuch a 
tempore on our Qyeftions than we coud write, but allin price, whichto be fureisno Lye, if he then really tpeaks 
keeping ‘em either from Jdleae/s, or doing what might be according to his prefent Intenticns, tho’ he may afeer- 
worfethan nothing. wards fee juft Caute without any Lye, toalter em, there 
ueft. 2. Iam 4 Trader in the World, yet thé £ fell my being fome circumftances granted and prefuppoled of a} 
Goods, I would willingly ad like an bonejt man as to my Soul; fides in every {uch retolution aod promife, which may 
fuppofing therefore our Commodities to be capable of a threefold either confirm or alter it, and which yet are far froin 
price con{cionably fiated witi a gradual advance: I demand any Equivocation, or fecrét relervation, of which more 
rft. May I ask beyond the highest price, thereby to obtainit, in the next Quefiion. 
because people commouly expect a thing for le{s than I ask’at  Quelt. 5. Suppofe I have fet my Chapman the lowell price 
Fert ; or granting this lawful, fuppole I meet with a Chap- Iam willing to take, and tell him pofitively I will take ro 
man both joft and ignorant, and I alfo not knowing bim to dels, yet after all, futpofing the quantity ahd Chapman to be 
be juch, ask him beyond my bigheft pricey and Zaingt, isthis confiderable, be progers ‘me within a {mall matter f what E 
demand 
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demand, and will not cive any more : May not I wishout fin 
comply with bis Demands, rather than lofe the Sale of the 
Goods now prelent, or my Chapman's Cuflom for the fu- 
ture ? , 

Art. As before, we don’t doubt but ’tis. Lawful for 


-any Mati to recede from his Refolution, if he fees Rea- 


{on to do fo, which he might not fee or confider, when 
Se made fuch a Refolution: Now ‘us certain that the 


LPrefent Sale is fometimes a very great Advantage, and 


that as well as a future Cuftom may fo far preponderate, 
as not only to make it Prudent to Sell at the lowejt Price, 
bur even in fome Cafes at lefs than it Coft you. 

Quelt..6. Suppofing I have by me a Parcel of Goods, part 
whereof is good and part bad, both whereof coft the fame 
Price, may rot I lawfully mix ’em, it being notin my way 
so cet a Price anfwerable for the good, tac I might be a {a- 
wer by the refi ? . ok 

Anfw. There’s farce any doubt to be made that "tis 
Liwful to mix thd cood and the bad, fo asto put ’em both 
off at a reafonable Rate — but then not to fell chem at 
as hizh a Rate as it they were al! good, tho’ you your 
felf bought ‘em fo, fince one Man’s Cheating you can be 
no Excuie for your Cheating another. 

Queft. 7. ff cannos get a reajonable Price fer my Goods, 
to afford Weight and Mea{ure, may I rather than lofe my Cu- 
fronier agree with him for {uch a Quantity of Goods, and make 
him believe he bay bes Dus, which may be fo indeed according 


10 his Price, yet be bas not what he (uppofes himfelf to bave ? 
Le it underslob4 likewife that I can afford him my Goods as 
Cheap as any body elle, only fome Peeples Humour is to be 
thought Hard Buyers and Good Husbands ? 

Anfw. There is we confels fome difficulty in this 
Cale — For, of one fide the very Queftion /uppefes that 
no real Injuftice be done to the Chapman, but thae 
he has the worth of his Money, asd buys as Cheap as 
he can any where elle: But yet on the other fide, here’s 
a Falfe Weight and a Falfe Ballance, here feems to be a 
plain Cheat in Trading; and befides, the very probable 
Confequences of fuch a Prattice are fo bad, that we 
think it ought not to be done : For Example, any Tra- 
der that Buys a Parcel of Goods for fo much, or fuch 
a‘quantity, muft fell ‘ene for fo much again, either 
by Wholefale or Retail ; if che firft, he innocently Cheats 
another, and you muft bear the Guilt on’t; if the fe- 
cond, he’s likely to find out the Cheat, and then your 
Credit is for ever loft with him, and’tis ten to one he ne- 
ver deals with you more. But iuppofing your Cufto- 
mer no Trader, he may yet take a Fancy to try your 
Goods by other Weights or Meafures, by which means 
if yours come not up to the Standard, you are certain- 
ly difgrac’d, and you lofe both your Cuftomer, his 
Friendthip, and your own blonour. 

Queft. 8. Your Opinion of the Mzkers of fuch Weights and 
Meajures, knowing the Defign, and whether they are not 
Partners ia the Fact ? 

Anjw. We fappofe by Mukers of fuch Weights and 
Méeafures, the Querift means thole. who make the very 
fraudulent Weights and Mealfures, (as Pound Weights, 
Tards, &c.) by which the Sule is to be made, not thole 
who apply fuch Meafures to the Goods, Pack ’em up, 
or fuch like: Accordingly we Anfwer, that we think 
‘em rather more Criminal than the other, becaufe there 
are more ill Confequences plainly in View on fuch a Pra- 
étice ; for they not only are acceflary to thofe before 
mentioned, where there is fuch an honeft Intention, 
bue to all chofe Cheats which may voluntarily be com- 
mitted by fuch falfe Weights and Meafures. 


Quett. 9. Whether Mr. John Smith’s little Book, ( Print- 
ed 1686, ) of the Inequality of Natural time, and his Table 
of Equations init, do give us @ fatisfadory Account of .the 
Variction of our Pendulum Clecks from a Sun-Dyal ? and 
whether the faid Book and Table be not raade to excufe the 
Iniper{cdion of our Clocks ? or whether a Clock would be lefs 
perfecl, if it alwoayes went true with 2 good Sun-Dyal ? 

Anfw. It would be more perfect, for a good Sun- 


Dyal isa perfeét ching. The Book 1s a good Effay of 


the way to adjuft Watches, and Clocks, and to diicover 
the Imperfeétions of both : But the Equation is now 
exacily dene toa Minute for every Day, by a Table in 
Parker’s Almanack, which neyer was in any Almanack 


\ 


before, and which has the Approbation of Mr. Flamffed, 
and other excellent Aftronomers, which Almanack fu- 
perfeces all that has yet been wrote of this. Subject. 

Queft. 10. Pray your meaning of that Text, Pay Tri- 
bute to whom Tribute is due, (7c. becaufe your Anfwer 
about Cuftoms was not clear ? 

Ax'w. What is morally and pofitively evil every Man 
knows, aud without Repentance there can be no Par- 
don of Sin againft God, altho’ the Offence, as againft 
Man, exteads no farther than the Damnation that the 
Law appoints. 

Queft. 11. Why do the Facobites diflike your Anfwer laff 
Saturday ? 

An{w. Becaufe they pleafe themfelves witli the wrong 
fence they impofe upon our firft Anfwer ucto the Que- 
ftion about A private Gentleman defpiled by his Rebgtions 
and Friends, hecaufe he was in 4 low Contition, and kepe 
or {upported by the Charity of a Friend he did not expect it 
from. They will wreft this Queftion from a private 
Gentleman’s Condition, to the moft Publick and €u/- 
minant: “Tis true, it 18 but what they in Concert with 
their ROMAN BRETHREN do by the News, Facobite 
it, that is, give it a falfe twen, But if they will needs 
have it a Publick Cafe, tho’ no Circumftances concurr 
thereunto, then three apparent Abfolute Falfities are 
in the Queftion, Viz. So de/pifed, fo fupported by a re- 
al Friend, and one that it could nor be expetted from: We 
might fling down the Glove to the moft cunning, or 
the wickedeft of that fort of Men, to try to make 
it true and hang together : They might as well in- 
{tance in the Fallen Angels, as in the Frenth King’s being 
indaed with pure Friendfhip, they both aéting from 
the fame Principle of Generofity. 


oTHE COMPLEAT LIBRARY 
for ¥uly is now in the Prefs, which ¢ does 
now, and fhall for the future ) confitt 
chiefly of Books, and the News of Learn- 
ing, that fo no Book of Value, printed 
either in England or in the Forreign Joure 
nals may efcape our Notice. Printed for 
Fobn Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey, 
of whom is to be had The Complezt Lio 
brary for Aday and Fune. 


Advertifements. 


os TT Seventh Volume of the ATHENI. 
| AN GAZETTE will be Publifht nexe 
Monday, Refolving all the moft Nice and Cu- 
rious Queftions, Propofed by the Ingenious of 
either Sex, from Tuefday, May the 1oth. to Sa- 
turday, July the 4th. 1692. Price2s,6d. This 
Seventh Volume will be neatly done upin Marble 
Paper, with 2 General Title, Preface and Index 
toit. Printed for John Dunton at the Raven ix 
the Poultrey, where is to be had the Intire Serr of 
Athenian Gazetts, and the Supplements to em, 
and alfo th YOUNG STUDENTS LIBRA-} 
RY, bound up all togesher ( with the Alphabeti- 
cal Table tothe whole Year ) or elfe in feparate 
Volumes, ( or fingle Merguries to this time. ) 


i ie Ingenious and Diverting Letters of the Lady 
———— Tsavels into Spain. In Three Parts Come 
pleat. Deicribing the Devotions, Nunneries, Humours, 
Cuftoms, Laws, Militia, Trade, Diet, and Recreations 
of that People : !orermixt with great Variety of Mo- 
darn Adventures end Surprizing Accidcuts ; being the 
Trueft and Belt Remark: extant on that Court and Couns 
trey, London, Printed tor Samuel Crouch, at the Cor 
ner of Pope’s-Head-Alley, next Gornbill. 1692. 
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